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California likes to think of
itself as the nation’s most im-
portant state, with its movies,
music and technological prow-
ess shaping lives across the
American landscape.

But when it comes to presi-
dential primary elections, the
state holds little sway because
Californians don’t vote until
June, near the end of the pri-
mary calendar.

Now, the state’s  top election
official is spending some politi-
cal capital in an effort to move
up the primary to March, mak-
ing it the third state in the coun-
try to weigh in on presidential
candidates.

Increased influence?

State
seeks
louder
voice
Bill aims to put California
in middle of presidential fray
by making primary earlier

By Eric Kurhi
ekurhi@bayareanewsgroup.com

SAN JOSE — When February’s floodwa-
ters receded from the Golden Wheel Mobile
Home Park, Lam Tran, a part-time teacher
caring for her disabled husband, didn’t know
how they were going to get their home of five
years fixed up.

The muddy water ruined the stairs, the
ducting, the crawlspace skirting and even her
front-yard flower and rock garden. And with
her husband, Chay Philip Truong, 56, suffer-
ing from dementia, Tran didn’t know where
to turn.

“It was so scary,” Tran said. “I just wor-
ried. I was worried for the flood, and the
worry didn’t go away.”

But on Wednesday, Tran’s mobile home
was among the first to benefit from chari-
table efforts of a local nonprofit and Bank of

San Jose flood victims

A HELPING HAND
Nonprofit, bank team up to help restore poorest residents’ damaged homes

By Vivian Salama
and Josh Lederman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Laying
bare deep and dangerous di-
visions on Syria and other is-
sues, President Donald Trump
declared Wednesday that U.S.

relations with Russia “may be
at an all-time low.” His top dip-
lomat offered a similarly grim
assessment from the other side
of the globe after meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin in Moscow.

“Right now we’re not getting
along with Russia at all,” Trump
said flatly during a White House
news conference. It was stark
evidence that the president is
moving ever further from his
campaign promises to establish

U.S.-Russia relations reach ‘low point’
‘There is a low level of trust’

Secretary of state meets
with foreign minister; two
spar over Syria, Ukraine

By Tracy Seipel
tseipel@bayareanewsgroup.com

Vaccinations among Cali-
fornia’s kindergartners have
soared to their highest rate
ever recorded, less than a year
after a controversial state law
started requiring every child to
get their shots to attend school.

The new figures released
Wednesday show 95.6 percent
of kindergartners have received
all their vaccinations — a jump
of nearly 3 percentage points

California public health

Vaccinations hit
record high for
kindergartners
Officials credit state’s tough new law that
eliminated personal belief exemptions
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Beverley Jackson, executive director of Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley, left, gets a hug from grateful homeowner  Lam Tran at
her mobile home at the Golden Wheel Mobile Home Park in San Jose on Wednesday.

Bank of America, Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley and volunteers joined
to repair Tran’s home, which was severely damaged from the recent flooding.

The bill,
sponsored by
Sen. Ricardo
Lara, D-Bell
Gardens,
would
authorize
the governor
to move the
primary date
even earlier if
other states
followed
suit. And the
primary for
state and
local elections
would be held
on the same
date — even
in non-
presidential
election
years.

BY THE
NUMBERS

95.6
Percent
of state
kindergartners
have received
all their
vaccinations

+3
percentage
points from
the previous
school year
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, right, met
with Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on Wednesday.
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America to help the poor-
est city residents who were
flooded out with the costly
repair work needed to re-
store their homes.

“We’re helping people
who don’t have the ability to
do the work themselves, or
can’t afford to pay someone
to do it for them,” said Bev-
erley Jackson of Rebuilding
Together Silicon Valley, a
nonprofit that does repair
work for low-income hous-
ing. “We’ve got 40 homes
lined up in this park that
we’re going to fix. Mobile
homes are the last afford-
able housing there is in Sili-
con Valley.”

As of Wednesday, 39
buildings throughout the
city remained so dam-
aged from the flood that
they were unfit for habita-
tion, down from more than
1,300 back in February. San
Jose spokeswoman Cheryl
Wessling said most of those
have a property owner who
has not been in contact with
the city.

“Property owners have
to take certain actions like
have a damage survey done,
and the city is here to help
get the property moved
out of yellow-tag status,”
Wessling said. “But we
need the property owners
to work with us.”

Jackson said those re-
ceiving help from Rebuild-
ing Together are all low-
income homeowners who
didn’t have flood insurance.
She couldn’t estimate the

total cost of the repairs.
But she said the effort got
a big boost from donated
labor — in this case from
Bank of America, which
also put in $15,000 specifi-
cally for the residents of
Golden Wheel.

Golden Wheel Park
manager Erin McGuire said
about 150 of the 221 units
at the park suffered some
sort of damage, and Tran’s
is in one of the hardest-hit
areas.

“A lot of people were

able to just let it dry out un-
derneath, many people did
what repairs they needed
themselves,” McGuire said.
“But some were pretty
bad.”

The flood forced evacu-
ations of thousands of resi-
dents when Coyote Creek
spilled its banks after a
series of storms, and many
were unable to return for
weeks.

HomeFirst, which oper-
ated an emergency shel-
ter for the city at Seven

Trees Community Center
for residents unable to re-
turn home, closed it down
on Monday. Spokeswoman
Stephanie Demos said the
final night had only a single
man, down from four on
Saturday night and nine on
Friday.

All told, the shelter
served 197 people since the
flood with most moving into
temporary housing since
then — motels, family or
friends, some banding to-
gether and finding an apart-

ment in a cheaper area out
of the county.

“It was a very bitter-
sweet closing,” Demos said.
“There were people here
that we just made deep con-
nections with.”

She said the population
was largely from the Viet-
namese community.

Wessling said many own-
ers of flood-damaged prop-
erty do not live in the area,
and have not responded to
attempts to contact them.
She said that was surpris-

ing, given the Silicon Valley
real estate market.

“You would think they
would want them anything
but sitting vacant in disre-
pair,” Wessling said.

Back at the Golden
Wheel, Tran watched vol-
unteers from the bank lay
down a layer of shiny white
marble rocks around a flow-
ery front yard centerpiece,
barely containing her ex-
citement, giving the work-
ers juice and donuts and
flurries of “thank you’s.”

“It’s the little things like
the flowers that are impor-
tant,” said Jackson of Re-
building Together. “Part of
the work is about making
the home safe. But it’s also
about what makes a per-
son’s heart feel good.”

Contact Eric Kurhi at
408-920-5852.
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Volunteers prepare to install new landscaping on a mobile home at the Golden Wheel Mobile Home Park in San Jose on
Wednesday. About 150 of the 221 units at the park suffered some sort of damage from the recent floods.
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William Fok, Rebuilding
Together Silicon Valley
volunteer, works on adding a
new siding  to a mobile home
at the Golden Wheel Mobile
Home Park on Wednesday in
San Jose.

By Jill Lawless
Associated Press

LONDON — U.S. first
lady Melania Trump has ac-
cepted an apology and dam-
ages from the publisher of
the Daily Mail newspaper
for reporting rumors about
her time as a model, the two
parties in the lawsuit said
Wednesday.

In a joint statement, the
parties said the Mail re-
tracted its false statements
that Trump “provided ser-
vices beyond simply mod-

eling” and
agreed to
pay damages
and costs.

The total
settlement
for the U.S.
and U.K.
lawsuits was
about $2.9
million, according to a per-
son familiar with the settle-
ment who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to disclose
the information, which was
not released in court.

Melania Trump’s law-
yer, Charles Harder, issued
a statement praising the
settlement.

“First lady Melania
Trump is very pleased
that she has resolved this
matter favorably with the

Daily Mail, which has is-
sued a full and complete
retraction and apology for
its false statements about
her, and agreed to pay her
millions of dollars in dam-
ages and full reimburse-
ment of her legal fees,”
Harder said in a statement
Wednesday.

“Mrs. Trump will remain
vigilant to protect her good
name and reputation from
those who make false and
defamatory statements
about her,” he added.

Trump sued the Daily
Mail in Britain and Mail
Online in the United States
over an August 2016 article,
which ran in the newspaper
under the headline “Racy
photos and troubling ques-
tions about his wife’s past

that could derail Trump.”
In a lawsuit filed in New

York in February, the first
lady’s attorneys argued
that the report was false
and damaged her ability to
develop “multi-million dol-
lar business relationships”
based on her status as a
well-known figure and “suc-
cessful businesswoman.”

As part of the settle-
ment, the Mail published an
apology, saying “we accept
that these allegations about
Mrs. Trump are not true
and we retract and with-
draw them.”

The settlement is far
less than the first lady had
sought. The U.S. lawsuit
sought compensatory and
punitive damages of at least
$150 million.

By Angela Charlton
Associated Press

PARIS — With a bleed-
the-rich video game and
suggestions of a “Frexit,”
French far-left candidate
Jean-Luc Melenchon is
rattling financial markets
by rising in polls just 11
days before the country’s
presidential vote.

Melenchon’s surge
is the latest surprise in
a roller-coaster cam-
paign that’s being closely
watched around Europe
and has featured a strong
dose of anti-establishment
populism.

Most polling agencies
still show that centrist
Emmanuel Macron and
far-right candidate Ma-
rine Le Pen are leading
ahead of the April 23 first
round presidential vote,
with the top two vote-get-
ters advancing to the May
7 presidential runoff. Yet
Melenchon, once a distant
fifth, has risen in recent
polls to roughly third,
about even with conserva-
tive presidential candidate
Francois Fillon.

Melenchon’s sharp-
tongued wit and eloquent
anti-capitalist rhetoric
during the two presiden-

tial debates helped boost
his standing among an
electorate frustrated with
France’s traditional left
and right parties, which
have failed to create jobs
or pull the country out of
its economic stagnation.

Promising to heavily
tax the rich and renegoti-
ate France’s role in the EU
and trade pacts, Melen-
chon is also giving financial
markets a new reason to
worry. A possible French
departure from the EU
— a “Frexit” — would be
devastating to the bloc.

Investors are growing
more cautious ahead of the
presidential election in the
eurozone’s second-biggest
economy. The difference
between the 10-year bond
yields of France and Ger-
many has risen to its wid-
est in six weeks, as inves-
tors flock to the perceived
safety of German debt.

“With the growing
threat of Euroskeptic
parties destabilizing the
eurozone’s unity weighing
heavily on sentiment, the
euro may be in store for
further punishment,” Luk-
man Otunuga of FXTM
said Wednesday.

Melenchon, 65, is an
unlikely iconoclast. He
spent decades in main-
stream politics, serving
in a Socialist government
and in parliament. He now
leads a far-left alliance
that includes the Commu-
nist Party.

Trump

Far-left Melenchon
enjoys late poll surge
Anti-capitalist
rhetoric during
debate helped rise

By Franklin Briceno
Associated Press

LIMA, Peru — The
United Nations’ child relief
agency is warning that thou-
sands of children in Peru are
at risk of severe malnutri-
tion as a result of floods and
mudslides that have killed
106 people and left countless
more homeless.

An estimated 15,000 chil-
dren under the age of 2 living
in the Andean nation’s hard-
est hit regions don’t have
access to sufficient food,
clean water and sanitary
living conditions, UNICEF
representative Maria Luisa
Fornara said Wednesday.

“A child can rapidly be-
come malnourished if they
don’t have needed food or
do not eat,” Fornara said.

A warming of Pacific
Ocean waters along Peru’s
coast has generated a series
of intense storms that of-
ficials are calling the worst
environmental calamity to
strike the nation in nearly
two decades. Floods and
mudslides have destroyed
thousands of homes, crip-
pled roads and bridges and
ruined agricultural lands.

Along Peru’s northern
coast — the hardest hit re-
gion — families left home-

less are living in shelters
and tents. In those condi-
tions, respiratory and intes-
tinal ailments abound and
children are “the first to get
sick,” Fornara said.

“They live in tents when
there are tents and at night
they start to get cold,” she
said.

Nationwide, nearly 15
percent of Peruvian chil-
dren suffer from malnutri-
tion. In many of the areas
devastated by floods those

numbers are even higher. In
Piura, for example, 20 per-
cent of children are consid-
ered malnourished.

“In an emergency situ-
ation, the situation is even
more severe,” Fornara said.
“Children can fall into acute
malnutrition, which is what
we must prevent.”

Peru’s president esti-
mates it will take $9 billion
for the country to rebuild
within five years. Humani-
tarian organizations are

calling the international
community to donate $38
million in humanitarian
aid, including $8 million to
combat malnutrition and
provide assistance to chil-
dren.

On Wednesday, Rolling
Stones frontman Mick Jag-
ger joined the plea for as-
sistance, urging his follow-
ers on Twitter to support a
fundraising effort to “help
relieve the devastating ef-
fects of the floods in Peru.”

Children at risk after Peru floods

Melania Trump wins damages from Daily Mail publisher

Settlement from two
suits reportedly worth
about $2.9 million
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Jean-Luc Melenchon, French presidential candidate for
the far-left coalition Unsubmissive France, delivers a
speech Wednesday during a campaign meeting in Lille.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LA PATRULLA AEREA COLOMBIANA

La Patrulla Aerea Colombiana, a Colombian NGO of pilots and medical personnel, sets up an
emergency health clinic Wednesday inside of a local church in Catacaos, Peru.
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